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LLIINNCCOOLLNN  CCOONNSSEERRVVAATTIIOONN  DDIISSTTRRIICCTT’’SS  MMIISSSSIIOONN  SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT  AANNDD  
PPRRIIOORRIITTIIEESS  

  
  
  TThhee  oovveerraallll  ggooaall  ooff  tthhee  LLiinnccoollnn  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  DDiissttrriicctt  ((LLCCDD))  ccoovveerrss  tthhrreeee  mmaajjoorr  
aarreeaass  ooff  ccoonncceerrnn..  
  
11..  QQuuaalliittyy  ooff  LLiiffee  
  
  TThhee  LLCCDD  iiss  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  aanndd  wwiissee  uussee  ooff  tthhee  ssooiill,,  wwaatteerr,,  aanndd  
rreellaatteedd  nnaattuurraall  rreessoouurrcceess  ooff  ssoouutthheerrnn  LLiinnccoollnn  CCoouunnttyy  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  aallll  ooff  iittss  
rreessiiddeennttss  aann  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  lliivvee  aa  hheeaalltthhyy,,  hhaappppyy,,  ssttaabbllee,,  aanndd  pprroodduuccttiivvee  lliiffeessttyyllee..    
TThhee  LLCCDD  bbooaarrdd  mmeemmbbeerrss  wwiillll  ddoo  tthheeiirr  bbeesstt  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  tthhee  nneecceessssaarryy  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp,,  
pprroommoottee  ggoooodd,,  ssoouunndd,,  oonn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  pprraaccttiicceess,,  aanndd  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  
pprroovviiddee  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  ttrraaiinniinngg  ttoo  aaccccoommpplliisshh  tthhiiss  ggooaall..    
  
22..  CCoommmmuunniittyy  NNaattuurraall  RReessoouurrccee  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  
  
  TThhee  LLCCDD  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  wwoorrkk  cclloosseellyy  wwiitthh  llooccaall  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  ttoo  aassssiisstt,,  
pprroommoottee,,  aanndd  pprrootteecctt  ppuubblliicc  llaannddss  aanndd  nnaattuurraall  rreessoouurrcceess,,  ssooiill,,  wwaatteerr  aanndd  wwiillddlliiffee  
rreessoouurrcceess,,  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  wwaatteerr,,  aanndd  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  ffllooooddss,,  ttoo  ssttaabbiilliizzee  rraanncchhiinngg  aanndd  
iinndduussttrryy,,  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  tthhee  ttaaxx  bbaassee,,  aanndd  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ffoorr  ppuubblliicc  ssaaffeettyy,,  hheeaalltthh,,  aanndd  
wweellffaarree  ooff  ddiissttrriicctt  cciittiizzeennss..      
  
  
33..  LLaannddssccaappee  
  
  TThhee  LLCCDD  ddeessiirreess  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  aann  aaeesstthheettiiccaallllyy  pplleeaassiinngg  ppllaaccee  ffoorr  llooccaall  rreessiiddeennttss  
aanndd  vviissiittoorrss..    EEffffoorrttss  wwiillll  bbee  iinniittiiaatteedd  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  aa  ddiivveerrssiittyy  ooff  ttrreeeess,,  sshhrruubbss,,  aanndd  
ggrraasssseess  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  aallll  aarreeaass  ooff  tthhee  DDiissttrriicctt,,  eemmpphhaassiizziinngg  tthhee  nneeeedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ooppeenn  
ssppaacceess  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  aanndd  iinndduussttrriiaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt..
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          PPRREEFFAACCEE  
 
 

 The purpose of this long range plan is to update the Lincoln Conservation 
District’s natural resources conservation objectives and to serve as a guide for 
future work.  The District is responsible for the development and implementation 
of a number of on-going and new conservation programs and to address natural 
resource concerns in southern Lincoln County. 
 
Presently, the District helps area landowners: 
 
a)   Know the potential of soil, water, air and related plant and animal resources on 
      their land. 
 
b)   Understand the effects of landowners’ decisions and actions on the District’s 
      resource base and environment. 
 
c)   Use local natural resources to meet landowners’ goals which are compatible 
      with the broad interests of Districts’ residents. 
 
d)   Install resource management systems that will maintain and improve the 
      District’s natural resource base and achieve a better standard of living for 
      local residents. 
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IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  
  
 The activities of the Lincoln Conservation District (LCD) are directed by a 
volunteer, five member Board of Supervisors, who are elected in the general 
election.  Each board member is committed to providing sound natural resources 
conservation in their community by volunteering countless hours of their time and 
their expertise to help address the demands placed on our natural resources by 
ever increasing population and continual changes in technology and programs.  
With this in mind, the Lincoln Conservation District (LCD) board of supervisors 
has undertaken the job to update the District’s Land Use and Natural Management 
Long Range Plan. 
  
 This “Long Range Plan” will be the guide for the proper use and treatment of 
our District’s natural resources.  In order to keep the District current with every 
changing condition and new technology, this plan will be revised periodically as 
needed. 
 
 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2010  
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

 
  Chairman    Erick Esterholdt 
  Vice Chairman   Kenny Petersen 
  Secretary/Treasurer  Robert Peternal 
  Member    Shirley Ulrich 
  Member    Harvey Nishi 
  District Clerk   Brenda Lazcanotegui 
  Water Quality Specialist  Wade R. Payne 
 

 
                NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE   

   
          DeMont B. Grandy      District Conservationist 
          Wade R. Payne   Soil Conservation Technician 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

 
AACCKKNNOOWWLLDDEEGGEEMMEENNTTSS  

 
 
  The Lincoln Conservation District board of supervisors acknowledges 
and appreciates the assistance given by the following cooperating agencies: 
 
   
   
  Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
  Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts 
  Wyoming Department of Agriculture 
  Lincoln County Commissioners  
  Coalition of Local Governments 
  Congressional Representatives  
  Lincoln County Weed and Pest management 
  Lincoln County Extension Service 
  Lincoln County Planning 
  Lincoln County School District No. 1 
  Lincoln County School District No. 2 
  City of Kemmerer 
  City of Diamondville 
  Town of Cokeville 
  Town of Opal 
  Town of LaBarge 
  Western Wyoming RC&D 
  Wyoming Water Development Commission 
  Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
  Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality 
  Wyoming State Forester 
  Wyoming State Engineers Office and Board of Control 
  Wyoming Livestock Board 
  Wyoming Stock and Wool Growers Association 
  USDA Forest Service 
  US Fish and Wildlife Service 
  Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
  Office of State Lands and Investments 
  Fossil Butte National Monument 
  US Army Corps of Engineers 
  Local Sage Grouse Working Group 
  Trout Unlimited  
  Bear River Regional Commission 
  Wyoming Landscape Conservation Initiative 
  Bridger Plant Materials    
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HHIISSTTOORRYY  
  

 
 
 
 In the late 1920’s, the nation was suffering heavy losses from wind and water 
erosion which amounted to $200,000.00 annually.  Thousands of acres of once 
productive lands were being ruined for further tillage.  Streams, lakes and 
reservoirs were being filled with silt which was once rich top soil.  Declining soil 
productivity was reducing yields and income despite improved varieties, cultural 
methods and pest control.  That was the setting in 1929 when soil erosion, as a 
menace to the economy, health, and general welfare of the United States, received 
national recognition.  In 1930 the Buchannan Amendment to the Agriculture 
Appropriation Act was passed, which provided funds to conduct soil erosion 
investigations.  Out of this data, H. H. Bennett estimated that each year enough 
soil was being washed out of our fields and pasture lands to load a train of freight 
cars that would encircle the earth 18 times at the equator.  Farmers began looking 
at their fields in a new light, hoping for methods of operation that would heal their 
scarred land and prevent further damages. 
 
 From 1930 until 1937 various programs were undertaken to solve the menace 
threatening our basic natural resources.  An intensive conservation practice 
demonstration program was launched throughout the nation.  By June 30, 1936, 
the Soil Conservation Service had in operation 147 demonstration projects 
averaging 30,000 acres, 48 conservation nurseries, 23 research stations and 454 
CCC Camps.  Approximately 50,500 farmers in the demonstration areas had 
applied conservation plans on nearly 5 million acres.  Thousands more were asking 
for the opportunity to participate in the programs. 
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 Experience in demonstration projects and Civil Conservation Corp (CCC) 
Camps clearly showed that local people, the land owners, should handle 
organization, promotion, and administrative details.  Such local organization would 
assure continued interest and more effective use of public funds.  On June 6, 
1935, the secretary of Agriculture recommended that after July 1, 1937, all erosion 
control work on private lands be undertaken by a Soil Conservation Association. 
  
 Out of this thinking was born the Soil Conservation Service at the national 
level.  In February 1937 the President of the United States recommended to all 
states that authority be given to farmers and ranchers to organize specifically for 
Conservation of Soil and Water Resources.  Legislatures of 22 states passed such 
laws that year.  Since then, all 50 states of the Union have passed legislation 
which permits the establishment of Soil and Water Conservation Districts. 
  
 In 1941, the Wyoming legislature enacted the State Soil and Water 
Conservation District law to authorize ranchers and farmers to organize for the 
analysis and solution of an area’s own soil and water conservation, and erosion 
problems, and to secure needed assistance. 
 
 The law provided for the creation of the Conservation Commission.  The 
Commission was to assist the land owners in the organization of Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, to help districts get needed assistance, to carry on an 
exchange of information between districts and generally to help district supervisors 
function as intended by law.  As of July 1, 1987, all powers, duties, and 
responsibilities of the Conservation Commission were transferred to the State 
Board of Agriculture. 
 
 The Lincoln Conservation District was organized on May 25, 1942, as the 
Cokeville-Hamsfork Soil Conservation District in Kemmerer, Wyoming, in 
accordance with Chapter 134 of the Wyoming State Statutes.  The District 
consisted of that part of Lincoln County south of the Salt River Divide and 
contained approximately 1,936,000 acres. 
 
 In 1957, the name of the District was changed to the Lincoln Soil 
Conservation District.  Shortly thereafter in 1958, due to the workload demands, 
the District’s headquarters was moved to Cokeville, Wyoming, where it has 
remained ever since.  In 1964 approximately 415,000 acres of land in western 
Sweetwater County were added to the District and the name of the District was 
changed to the Lincoln Soil and Water Conservation District. 
 
 In 1974, the District’s name was again changed to the present day title of the 
Lincoln Conservation District and the 415,000 acres that were part of the District 
in western Sweetwater County were given back to the Big Sandy Conservation 
District in order to establish districts on county lines. 
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 Today, the Lincoln Conservation District (LCD) consists of approximately 
1,939,789 acres of land. 
 
 The LCD is a legal subdivision of the State of Wyoming.  It receives no federal 
funds to carry out its workload, other than the technical assistance that is mainly 
provided through the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), an agency of 
the United States Department of Agriculture and other interested federal, state, 
and county land management agencies.  Administrative financial funding for the 
LCD is mainly provided by the Lincoln County Commissioners, in addition to 
funding from the State of Wyoming, seedling tree sales, and private donations.  The 
District program is administered by a board of 5 supervisors elected on a staggered 
basis in a general election.  Supervisors are elected for a four year term.   
 
 The LCD was originally organized to provide for soil and water conservation, 
flood control, and land use planning on privately owned farm and ranch lands.  
Since that time, many additional jobs and responsibilities have been given to the 
District Board of Supervisors to administer, such as: 
 
  • Be fiscally responsible for the administration of the District. 
 
  • Employ personnel and determine their duties and conditions of  
    employment. 
 
  • Call upon the Attorney General of the State of Wyoming for legal 
             services if needed or employee legal counsel and staff. 
 
  • Be responsible for all legal and administrative records and see 
                   that all records and reports are submitted to the proper entities. 
 
  • Conduct surveys, investigations and research. 
 
  • Disseminate information on natural resources. 
 
  • Conduct demonstration projects.  (The means, methods, and  
             measures by which resources may be conserved.) 
 
   • Carry out preventative and control measures and works of 
             improvement. 
 
  • Cooperate, enter into agreements and furnish financial aid as 
    the supervisors deem necessary.  (Other districts in and out 
        of the state, municipalities, private land owners, state and 
     federal land management agencies.) 
 
  • Make available agricultural and engineering machinery and 
    equipment, fertilizer, seeds, seedlings, materials or 
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    equipment that will assist land owners in natural resource 
    management. 
 
  • Develop comprehensive plans for natural resource management 
    (They shall specify:  Acts, procedures, performances, and 
     avoidances necessary to carry out the plan). 
 
  • Make public the plans and information. 
 
  • Manage, as an agent of the United States or any of its agencies, 
    and enter into agreements with the United States or any of its 
    agencies of the State of Wyoming to effect cooperation on 
    small watershed management. 
 
  • Act as a representative for local groups in dealing with the 
    United States or its representatives.   
 
  • Make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary to 
    the exercise of its powers. 
 
  • Make, amend, and repeal rules and regulations not consistent 
    with Wyoming statutes (Chapter 16) to implement natural 
    resource management. 
 
  • Assist in preparation, provide data, and perform research, review  
            and comment on coal mining reclamation. 
 
  • Assist in preparation, provide data, review and comment on  
         subdivision plans. 
 
 The LCD Board of Supervisors meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 
the Lincoln Conservation District Office in the Cokeville Town Hall.  Meetings start 
at 6:00 P.M. October through May, and 7:00 P.M. June through September.  
Meetings are open to the public. 
 
 Each year the LCD prepares an Annual Plan of Work based on the objectives 
of the Long Range Plan, assistance available to the District from other cooperating 
agencies, and financial availability. 
 
 At the end of each year, the District prepares an Annual Report of the past 
year’s activities, accomplishments, and an account of how they have utilized their 
funds during the year. 
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GGEENNEERRAALL  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  
 
 
 
 The Lincoln Conservation District is located in the southwestern corner of 
Wyoming, in the southern part of Lincoln County.  This area totals approximately 
1,936,789 acres with a population of approximately 5,200; of these 5,200 people, 
4,228 are located in the following incorporated communities: 
 
   Cokeville               483 
   Diamondville              683 
   LaBarge        440 
   Kemmerer              2525   
   Opal                          97 
 
 The remainder of the population resides in unincorporated communities and  
farms and ranches. 
 
 The LCD includes land from the high sagebrush plains to the forested 
mountain ranges with elevations from 6,000 to 10,000+ feet.  Between these 
extremes are several gradations of altitude and climate. 
   
 The northern part of the District has typical intermountain topography.  The 
Sublette and Tump Mountain Ranges occupy this part of the district.  These 
mountain ranges have rough, forest covered mountain peaks over 10,000 feet in 
elevation bisected by numerous narrow valleys with perennial rivers and streams. 
 
 The southern part of the District has a more rolling sagebrush covered 
foothills topography with bench land which blends into undulating basins and 
valleys.  Many of the small valleys have intermittent streams.   
 
 The District has two major drainage basins separated by the Bear River 
Divide.  The Hams Fork River, LaBarge Creek, and Fontenelle Creek are located in 
the Green River Drainage.  Most of the land in this drainage basin is used for 
livestock grazing, gas and oil development, mining and recreation, and hunting.  
Hay ground has been developed along the major creeks and rivers in this part of 
the District for winter livestock feeding needs.  Most of the hayland is flood 
irrigated in this drainage basin. 
  
 The Smiths Fork River, Thomas Fork River, and Upper Bear River are located 
in the Bear River Drainage.  Most of the land in this drainage basin is used for 
livestock grazing, recreational hunting, and farming.  The majority of the water 
used in the Bear River Drainage is for the sprinkler and flood irrigation of hayland 
which in turn supplements the livestock economy. 
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 Reservoir storage in the District is provided by Woodruff Narrows Reservoir, 
Fontenelle Reservoir, Viva Naughton Reservoir, and the Kemmerer City Reservoir.  
A Level II Water Study, in cooperation with the Wyoming Water Development 
Commission, is being done on the Sublette Meadows and Covey Canal reservoir 
proposal project approximately three miles southeast of Cokeville, Wyoming.   
 
 The District, located in the Over Thrust Industrial Belt, has extensive oil and 
gas exploration in the area along with industrial and mining developments. 
 
 The majority of the agricultural units in the District are beef cattle and some 
sheep enterprises.  Most livestock operations use Bureau of Land Management or 
USDA Forest Service lands for summer and fall grazing. 
 
 The District includes not only the Fossil Butte National Monument covering 
8,198 acres northwest of Kemmerer, WY, but also the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s 
Cokeville Meadows National Wildlife Refuge consisting of 8,106 acres located south 
of Cokeville, Wyoming. 
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DISTRICT RREESSOOUURRCCEE  DDAATTAA  
  
 
1.  Soils 
 
     The kinds of soils vary considerably in the District due to the different 
environmental conditions such as climate, elevation, landscape, and types of 
parent materials.  There are four major groups of soils in the area.  The soils in 
each group share some common environmental factors which would reflect 
similarities in their inherent fertility, use and production. 
 
a)   The most extensive soils of the steep, mountainous areas are shallow and 
       usually stony soils formed on the mountains in the northern part of the 
 District.  These soils are usually developed under forest cover and are 
 underlain by sedimentary beds of limestone, siltstone, and shale.  Some 
 deep, dark, loamy soils are found in pockets, along drainage ways, and at 
 the base of steep slopes.  Rock outcropping exposed as steep 
 escarpments is common.  Of lesser extent are the deep, dark, loamy, 
 very stony, cobbly, and gravelly forest soils formed from glacial till and 
 moraines in the mountains of the far southern part of the area. 
 
b) The soils of the foothills, high uplands, and high bench lands are 
 extensive throughout the District.  The foothills and uplands usually  
 contain dark, deep, to very shallow loamy or clayey soils.  The 
 shallow and very shallow soils are mainly found on the steeply uplifted 
 sedimentary beds of limestone, siltstone, sandstone, and saline marine 
 shale.  Rock outcropping in the form of hogback-ridges is prevalent.  The 
 foothills and high bench lands in the southern part are composed 
 predominantly of dark, well drained, very stony, cobbly, gravelly and 
 loamy soils formed from outwash or glacial material.  Somewhat poorly 
 or poorly drained soils occur in wet, irrigated meadows on some of the  
 bench lands. 
 
c) The soils of the lower basins are confined to the eastern part of the 
 District.  They are predominately light colored, loamy or clayey, shallow 
 soils underlain by alkaline and saline shale in complex with exposures 
 of bedrocks and alkali soils.  Slopes vary from gently rolling to moderately 
 steep. 
 
d) The soils of the valleys along the major live streams are the least 
 extensive in the District, yet they are the most important to irrigated  
 farming.  The soils on the low bottomlands are usually poorly to very 
 poorly drained.  Predominantly, the nearly level to gently sloping terrace 
 soils are loamy and underlain by cobble or gravel.  The fans of valley 
 slopes are usually composed of deep, loamy soils with varying amounts 
 of gravel and cobble scattered in the profile.  Somewhat poorly drained 
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 soils are found in wet, irrigated meadows.  Saline and alkali conditions  
 prevail in many of the poorly drained soils. 
 
 
22..    CCLLIIMMAATTEE  
 
 The climate is characterized by short, cool summers, cold winters, and 
generally long, cool periods in the spring and fall.  The growing season is less than 
90 days.  High wind velocities are common during the fall, winter, and spring in 
the southern part of the District; however, quite uncommon in the Cokeville area.  
Frost may occur any month of the year in the elevated areas. 
 
 Precipitation varies with differences in elevation.  The basin in the eastern 
part of the area receives approximately 8 inches of annual precipitation, whereas, 
the mountains in the northern part receive as much as 22 inches. 
 
 The climate is typical of high mountainous elevations in the northern portion 
of the District.  Moisture-laden air enters the area from the Pacific Northwest; the 
mountains surrounding the Bear River and Green River Valleys catch valuable 
moisture and give rise to local rain and snow showers.  Winter snowfall is heavy 
and the ground is generally covered throughout the winter months.  The lack of 
wind and moderate temperatures with intermittent periods of warm sunny days 
adds greatly to the beauty and recreational potential of the area. The moderately 
warm days and cool nights during the summer creates healthful and pleasant 
climatic conditions that add greatly to the enjoyment of the area.  The southern 
portion of the District is characterized by wide open plains subject to high wind 
velocities, low precipitation during the winter months, and moderately warm 
summer days with cool nights.  The temperature changes are not so severe they 
detract or offset the healthful and pleasing conditions within the District. 
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33..    LLAANNDD  
  
a)   Land ownership (See land Ownership Map) 
 
 Federal ownership of land in the District has a vital effect upon the 
 economy.  As indicated in the following table, the Federal Government 
 owns and administers an estimated  69% of all land within the District. 
 Private land owners and government are influenced by the action of each 
 other and are often interdependent in the use they can make of their land 
 resources. 
           PERCENT 
        ACRES  OWNERSHIP 
          
 Private Land     496,779       26% 
 USDA-National Forest             342,348       18% 
 USDI- Bureau of Land Management  977,680                50% 
 USDI – Park Service       8,198                 ½% 
 US Fish and Wildlife Service      8,533                 ½% 
 State of Wyoming Land     103,251         5% 
  
  
  TOTAL (LAND OWNERSHIP)       1,936,789  
 
 
b) Land USE (See Generalized Land Use Map) 
 
          Cropland 
    Irrigated        44.900}      2.5% 
    Dry            2,500} 
 Rangeland                                                       1,575,000          82.0% 
 Forest, Woodland, and Wildlife                           278,900          14.5% 
 Other (Roads, Railroad, Mines,    20,000           1.0%         
                   Industrial, Towns, etc.) 
                           
  TOTAL (LAND USE)                                1,936,789 
 
c) Agriculture Operations 
 
 Beef Ranches      60% 
 Sheep Ranches      10% 
 Combination of Beef and Sheep   10% 
 Irrigated Farms                               10% 
 Other                                                 10% 
 
d) General 
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 Most of the irrigated cropland is located within the broad valley along the  
 Bear River and its tributaries, or the narrower valley associated with other 
 mountain streams in the Green River Drainage.  Most of the irrigated land 
 occurs at elevations of between 6,000 and 7,000 feet. 
 
 Dry croplands are generally located along the foothills above the irrigated 
 valley in the western part of the District. 
   
 There are an estimated 125 farms and ranches within the District area.  The 
 average size of farms in the district is approximately 10,000 acres. However,  
       small acreage ranchettes are becoming more prevalent throughout the 
       district. 
 
 Small grain, pasture, alfalfa and native hay crops are the principal crops  
       grown.  Most crops are fed to livestock within the District. 
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NNAATTUURRAALL  RREESSOOUURRCCEE  CCOONNCCEERRNNSS  
  

WWAATTEERR    
 

 
 

 
 Over 11,000 acres of the District are covered by water.  Included in this figure 
are lakes, streams, rivers, ponds, and springs.  Water in the LCD is used for many 
domestic purposes, livestock, fish and wildlife, recreation, irrigation, industrial, 
mining purposes, etc. 
 
 Water is the basis of all plant and animal life and is critically important to all 
people.  The wise use of the District’s water and its protection from impairments 
are critically important. 
 
OBJECTIVE: 
 
TO USE WATER EFFICIENTLY AND DEVELOP WATER PROJECTS IN THE 
DISTRICT IN THE MOST BENEFICIAL WAY WITHOUT EXCESSIVE DEMANDS ON 
ITS QUALITY AND QUANTITY. 
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PROBLEMS: 
 
 1)  Inefficient use of water in the District. 
 2)  Water quality is a major concern in certain areas in the District. 
 3)  Water shortages still exist in the District 
 4)  Possible overland flooding of water in the District that could cause  
            destruction of land resources and human property. 
  
 
 
GOALS: 
  
1.  The District will work with all water users to conserve and wisely use water 
     within the District. 
 
       ACTION: 
 a)  Each land use concern in this plan has specific solution items to conserve  
            water. 
 b)  Informational programs will be continually sponsored through news  
            articles and workshops to educate water users about proper irrigation  
            water management techniques, along with proper operation and  
            maintenance of irrigation systems. 
 c)  Land owners with open ditches or canals and wild flood irrigation systems  
            will be encouraged by the District, NRCS, and FSA to convert them to  
            buried pipelines and/or sprinkler systems where economically and  
            engineeringly feasible. 
 
2.  The District will cooperate in directing non point source water quality concerns  
     in the District.   
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  Public meetings will be held with LCD land owners throughout  
            various watersheds to ascertain the need for watershed improvement  
            projects to address water shortages and quality  issues in the Smiths Fork  
            River, Hams Fork River, Twin Creeks, and Bridger Creek Drainages. 
 b)  If the Smiths Fork River, Hams Fork River, Twin Creeks, and Bridger 
            Creek Drainages have accelerated natural resource problems, LCD board  
            members will cooperate with other federal and state land management 
            agencies to develop TMDLs or Resource Watershed Plans to address non 
            point source water quality concerns. 
 
3.  Water development and storage will be emphasized by the LCD board members. 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  Efforts will continue with the Wyoming Water Development Commission  
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            and other federal and state agencies to accelerate planning efforts for water  
            storage facilities on the recently proposed Smiths Fork and Hams Fork and 
            Twin Creek drainages. Dam sites on these rivers would provide a 
            dependable water source for District water users along with alleviating 
            spring flooding and sediment problems to down river communities . 
 
4.  The LCD will continue to oppose any legislation to broaden the current in 
     stream flow statutes for the State of Wyoming. 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  LCD board members will contact the Lincoln County State Senator and 
            Representatives to make sure that current instream flow policy follows  
            established protocol where the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission  
            and local landowner provide oversight.. 
 
5.  LCD is opposed to any federal government control over individual water rights 
     in the State of Wyoming. 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  Board members will attend water right meetings periodically as scheduled  
            to support state’s rights for water generated within the State. 
 
6. The LCD will oppose any proposed regional watershed supply projects that they 
    feel have a potential to negatively impact water flow, water quality, agriculture,     
    industry, economic and social welfare, fisheries habitat and vegetation, 
    recreation values, and wetland habitat within the LCD boundaries.  
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  The LCD will oversee with the Coalition of Local Governments, requesting 
      Memorandum of Understandings with Federal Land Management entities.   
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SSOOIILLSS  
 

 
 
 
 Soil is a necessary component of the environment to support human and 
terrestrial life.  Without soil to grow crops and plants, human life could not exist.  
For this reason, one of the LCD’s main areas of concern is the conservation and 
wise use of soil. 
 
OBJECTIVE: 
 
THE LCD WILL STRIVE TO ASSIST LAND OWENRS PROTECT AND ENHANCE 
THEIR SOIL RESOURCES FOR THE SUSTAINED AGRICULTURE, HUMAN, AND 
WILDLIFE USE. 
 
PROBLEMS: 
 
1.  Soil erosion in some areas of the District due to wind and water exceeds 
    tolerable limits. 
 
2.  Soil and topography vary tremendously in the District, requiring unique and  
     special conservation management techniques. 
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3.  An adequate combined soils report does not exist for District lands. 
 
GOALS: 
 
1.  Each land user in the District will be encouraged through LCD news articles  
    and letters to develop a conservation plan with the local NRCS Field Office to  
    bring soil erosion losses on their places within tolerable limits. 
 
2.  LCD board members will request the Wyoming NRCS Soil Scientist and other  
    federal land management soil scientists to combine existing soil surveys and to  
    complete a published soil survey for the District.. 
 
3.  LCD will cooperate with County, State, and Federal agencies to obtain Lidar 
     mapping for Lincoln County. 
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AAIIRR  
    

 
 
 

 Good air quality is essential for animal and human life.  For the most part, 
the District has little air pollution problems. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
MAINTAIN EXISTING AIR QUALITY STANDARDS IN THE DISTRICT. 
 
PROBLEMS: 
 
1.  Emissions from large trucks and tractors that are poorly maintained and        
    allowed to run excessively at truck stops. 
 
2.  Excessive air pollution occurs from poorly operated and un-maintained wood, 
     coal, and oil burning stoves and furnaces. 
 
3.  Additional industrial and home developments have the potential to affect our  
     air quality if not planned correctly. 
 
4. Large scale range and forest fires due to excessive wood biomass and fuel loads. 
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GOALS: 
 
1.  Home owners will be encouraged through District news articles to properly  
     maintain and operate their heating stoves and furnaces so air emissions are  
     adequately controlled. 
 
2.  The LCD board members will encourage county and municipality leaders to  
     provide trash and leaf pick up services to eliminate the need to burn. 
 
3.  The LCD will cooperate with the Lincoln County Planning Office to ensure that  
     air pollution control measures are implemented for industrial developments. 
 
4.  Work closely with U.S. Forest Service and other federal land management  
     agencies to encourage the elimination of bio fuel problems using silviculture  
     methods. 
 
5.  Encourage county and state agencies’ involvement to establish additional air 
     monitoring sites, especially on the western edge of the state. 
 
6.  Pursue funding from out of state sources for dust abatement on federal roads.
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ANIMALS 

 
 Animals, wild and domestic are valued by the public.  LCD board members 
recognize animal habitat requirements, their influence on the ecosystem, and 
animal vitality are effected by resource management decisions.   
 
OBJECTIVE:   
 
ALL ANIMAL SPECIES OF CONCERN WITHIN THE LCD INCLUDING WILD AND 
DOMESTIC, BOTH TERRESTRIAL AND AQUATIC NEED TO BE MANAGED 
ACCORDING TO THE NEEDS OF LOCALLY DESIRED SPECIES. 
 
PROBLEMS: 
 
1.  Adequate quantity and quality of both feed and water are not available at all  
     times to meet animal needs throughout the district. 
 
2.  Both wild and domestic animals throughout the district have disease, parasite  
     and insect concerns.  Domestic animal concerns range from mad cow disease to  
     brucellosis and scrapies etc.  Wildlife issues range from wasting disease, to  
     brucellosis, to whirling disease in fish etc.  
 
3.  Riparian and stream bank vegetation along some trout streams in the district  
     are not adequate for quality trout and aquatic habitat. 
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4.  Threatened and endangered animal species reside throughout the LCD along  
     with sensitive and rare species that could be listed unless special resource  
     management practices are adapted.  
 
GOALS: 
 
1.  Habitat improvement measures will be targeted on rangeland and pastureland  
     fields throughout the LCD. 
 
      ACTION: 
 
        a)  The EQIP program will target one-third of the Lincoln County’s allocation  
             to grassland improvement projects such as livestock developments,  
             fencing, and brush management etc. 
  
2.  Both private domestic livestock owners and state wildlife managers will be  
     encouraged to vaccinate animals against disease. 
       
     ACTION: 
 
        a)  LCD will work with the Lincoln County Extension Service through local  
             work shops to help livestock owners and wildlife managers become more  
             aware of disease, parasite, and insect problems.  Proper preventative  
             measures will be emphasized. 
 
3.  Proper amounts of riparian and stream bank vegetation will be encouraged  
     through easement protection programs and proper livestock grazing techniques. 
 
     ACTION: 
 
        a)  LCD will assist the local NRCS office staff in helping interested agriculture  
             producers place their riparian and stream bank zones into the 
             Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) or similar cost share programs for  
             protection. 
 
        b)  Hold proper grazing and animal behavior workshops periodically  
             throughout the next several years. 
 
4.  The LCD will work closely with state, federal, and local land managers to make  
     sure introductions of threatened and endangers species into the county does  
     not harm existing livestock operations. 
 
 
      ACTION: 
 
         a)  The LCD will work closely with the Wyoming Association of Conservation  
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              Districts (WACD) and the Coalition of Local Governments to limit the re- 
              introduction of the Grizzly bear and wolf into Southern Lincoln County.   
              The LCD will support measures that when livestock is killed by a Grizzly  
              bear or wolf, replacement compensation is received and control measures  
              are initiated to keep threatened and endangered species within proper 
              habitat boundaries allocated for them.  
   
   b)  LCD will work closely with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department and 
              the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to meet desired wildlife number  
              objectives.   
 
          c)  The LCD will work with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department and     
               the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to encourage policy that calls for the 
               management of a predator that has naturally or through 
               introduction or re-introduction repopulated the County that  must 
               provide for its control by any means when it travels from its designated 
               range or becomes a threat to people, pets, property, property rights, 
               livestock, or other wildlife species. 
 
    d)  The LCD will work with the Wyoming and Game and Fish Department 
                and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to promote policy wherein no 
                designations or reintroductions shall be made until it is determined and  
                substantiated by verifiable scientific data that; there is a need for such  
                action, protections cannot be provided by other methods, and the area  
                in question is truly unique when compared to other area lands. 
 
           e)  LCD will work closely with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department and 
                the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to promote recovery plans that provide 
                indicators to track the effectiveness of the plan, identify at what point 
                recovery is accomplished and be self-terminating when the point of 
                recovery is reached.    
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      PLANTS 
 

 
 
 Plants provide the necessary energy transfer from sunlight throughout the 
ecosystem.  Without plant growth, human and animal life cannot exist.  It is 
critical to human and animal life that high quality forage communities are 
sustained throughout the LCD. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
THE LCD WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH PRIVATE, STATE, AND FEDERAL LAND 
OWNERS THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN LINCOLN COUNTY TO MAINTAIN SUITABLE 
PLANT COMMUNITIES IN A STABLE OR UPWARD TREND. 
 
PROBLEM: 
 
1.  Some plant species are not well adapted or suited for intended use on  
     agriculture lands throughout the district. 
 
2.  Some upland and riparian ecological communities throughout the district are in 
     poor condition due to excessive brush, invasive weed and non desirable grass  
     growth and plant species. 
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3.  Tree production on LCD private, state, and federal forest lands are not vigorous  
     due to disease and insect restraints and overly mature tree stands.  
 
4.  Critical wildlife plant communities are being encroached upon by commercial 
     and residential developments. 
 
5.  Threatened and endangered plant species exist in the LCD that need special  
     management consideration.  
 
6.  Invasive weeds are found throughout the district on both public and private 
     lands.   
 
GOALS: 
 
1.  LCD board members will work closely with the Lincoln County Weed and Pest  
     District employees to control and contain noxious weed and poisonous plant  
     growth throughout the district. 
 
      ACTION: 
      a)  Hold combined workshops on weed control with Lincoln County Weed and 
           Pest District employees. 
      b)  LCD board members will work closely with the Lincoln County Weed and  
           Pest District to develop a policy to stop the shipping of weedy hay and  
           plants into the county. 
 
2.  The LCD will cooperate with the Bridger Plant Materials Center to introduce  
     better agriculture and rangeland plant species in the district that are more  
     suitable for high mountain agriculture production. 
 
      ACTION: 
         a)  Complete field trials with the local NRCS Field Office. 
         b)  Continue the LCD’s seedling tree and shrub sales program. 
 
3.  LCD board members will help coordinate efforts to control brush invasion on  
     rangelands throughout the district. 
 
      ACTION: 
         a)  Private, state, and federal land management officials will be encouraged at  
              board meetings on an annual basis to burn, spray, or mechanical treat  
              brush invasion on district rangelands.  Land owners will be advised to 
              work up conservation management plans to treat bush at least every 10 
              to 15 years on a rotational basis so mixed age plant communities exist 
       over the landscape. 
         b)  Cost share programs will be tailored by local district work groups to help  
              finance brush control costs. 
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4.  The LCD will contact the local Kemmerer U.S. Forest Service office and  
     Wyoming State Forestry about the need to implement up to date silviculture  
     practices on federal and private forest lands. 
 
      ACTION:  
         a)  The district state forester will be invited to LCD board meetings to help 
              develop plans to cut timber off private and state forest lands. 
          b) The local U.S. Forest Service will be encouraged to reinstate timber  
              harvesting on federal lands following appropriate silviculture practices. 
          c)  The LCD will encourage the U.S. Forest Service to promote practices so 
               that all forested lands be managed for sustained yield and multiple use. 
          d)  The LCD will encourage the U.S. Forest Service to promote fire, timber 
               harvesting, and treatment programs that are managed to prevent the 
               waste of forest products. 
          e)  The LCD will work with the U.S. Forest Service to promote management 
               programs that must provide for fuel load management to prevent 
               catastrophic events and reduce fire potential at the urban interface. 
           f)  The LCD will work closely with the U.S. Forest Service to promote harvest 
               programs designed to provide opportunities for local citizens and small 
               business. 
                  
    
  
5.  The LCD board members will work closely with private farm and ranch owners,  
     hunters, and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department employees to develop a  
     mutual understanding of how local wildlife depends on private agriculture and  
     rangelands. 
 
     ACTION: 
        a)  Open spaces workshops will be held periodically throughout the LCD to  
             help local ranch and farm owners, hunters, and the Wyoming Game and  
             Fish Department employees become more aware of the dependency wildlife  
             numbers have on private lands. 
        b)  Long term cost share easements will be encouraged and worked up  
             between state and federal agencies to recoup losses of forage on private  
             lands from wildlife.  
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LLAANNDD  UUSSEE  CCOONNCCEERRNNSS  
  

RRAANNGGEELLAANNDD  

 
                  
 Rangeland is the land within the District not being cultivated and is 
producing native vegetation. 
 
 There are approximately 1,590,489 acres of rangeland in the District or 82 
percent of the total acreage.  Over one-half of the rangeland is controlled by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  The major part of the private rangelands is 
managed by the BLM through exchange of use agreements.  Rangelands provide a 
lot of the spring, summer, and fall forage for domestic livestock and are the major 
habitat for a variety of upland wildlife in the district.  Rangelands are also used for 
many outdoor recreation purposes such as hunting, camping, and hiking. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
DISTRICT RANGELAND NEEDS TO BE MANAGED TO PROVIDE FOR DOMESTIC 
LIVESTOCK GRAZING, WILDLIFE HABITAT, RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES, AND 
TO PROTECT THE RANGELAND SOILS FROM WIND AND WATER EROSION, 
WHILE MAINTAINING OR IMPROVING THE VEGETATIVE ECOLOGICAL 
CONDITION OF THE DISTRICT’S RANGELANDS. 
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PROBLEMS: 
 
1.  Encroachment of woody plants has reduced the ability of District rangelands to  
     produce desirable forage for livestock and certain classes of wildlife.  Rangeland  
     grass productivity in the District is down.  
 
2.  Overgrazing of some District rangelands by wildlife and livestock is causing  
     sheet, rill, and gully soil erosion which causes down stream non point source  
     water quality problems. 
 
3.  District rangelands are being grazed in the same sequence and time each year,      
     due to insufficient water developments and inadequate fencing to control  
     livestock movement. Grazing systems need to be developed that will protect  
     rangeland riparian zones adequately to utilize upland range sites. 
 
4.  Lack of sufficient early spring forage pastures of tame grass species.  This leads  
     to stock being left on hayland meadows too late in the spring, or being turned  
     out on rangeland fields before grazing readiness occurs. 
 
5.  Approximately 75% of the District’s rangeland is federally controlled.  The  
     objectives of the private rangeland users do not always coincide with the  
     objectives and goals of federal land management managers.  Many private  
     rangeland owners feel that government intervention threatens their livelihoods. 
 
 
GOALS: 
 
1.  District board members will encourage private, state, and federal rangeland  
     owners to work together with other interested and affected groups in solving  
     rangeland resource problems. 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  The District will head up the Coordinated Resource Management Team  
             efforts for the local area.  One District board member will be appointed to  
             the team to help develop Coordinated Resource Management plans.   
             Special efforts will be taken by the District Board of supervisors to develop 
             Coordinated Resource Management Plans for interested allotments. 
 
2.  District board members will encourage rangeland owners to control woody plant  
     invasion on their lands. 
 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  The District will publish newspaper articles informing District Cooperators  
            of government cost share programs to help control brush invasion.   
            Cooperators will be made aware of the favorable cost/benefit ratio of     
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            controlling brush invasion. 
 
 b)  Cooperators will be encouraged to develop brush control plans that  
             are compatible with the local wildlife concerns. 
 
3.  The District will encourage rangeland owners to properly graze their lands. 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  Rangeland utilization cage plans will be given to landowners on a request  
            basis. 
 
 b)  Rangeland management workshops will be sponsored by the LCD to help 
            cooperators become aware of the techniques to evaluate proper grazing use 
            and how to build livestock/wildlife water facilities and cross fences that 
            will stimulate proper grazing use. 
 
4.  The District will coordinate state and federal programs to improve the vegetative  
     cover and condition of the District’s rangelands to curtail soil erosion and non  
     point source water quality issues. 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  The LCD will hold field tours to help educate cooperators on the need to  
            plant special early spring grass use pastures of such species as crested  
            wheatgrass and Russian Wildrye.   Success examples will be shown to  
            cooperators. 
 
 b)  Seminars/workshops will be held periodically in the District to help  
            cooperators become more familiar with rest/deferred grazing systems and  
            riparian zone management. 
 
 c)  The LCD will continue to provide leadership for water quality plans on  
            District rangelands.  Landowners will be made aware of state and federal  
            assistance programs through news articles and  letters. 
 
        d)  The LCD will evaluate the potential of farm reserves on federal land so  
             existing private livestock operations are not jeopardized.   
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  PPAASSTTUURREE  AANNDD  HHAAYYLLAANNDD  

  
  
 There are approximately 47,400 acres of hay land and pastureland in the 
District.  The majority of this land is irrigated, and lies along the Bear River, 
Smiths Fork River, Thomas Fork River, Hams Fork River, Fontenelle Creek, and 
LaBarge Creek.  The hayland and pasture land in the District are primarily used 
for the production of native grass and tame grass/legume species which in turn 
supplement the livestock economy.  As the tame grass/legume or alfalfa stands 
become depleted, they are reworked and small grain is grown on the land for two 
or three years after which the producers re-establish the land to grass/legume or 
alfalfa stands for 6 to 10 years.  The grain produced during the rotation cycle is 
used mainly for livestock feed during the winter months. 
 
 There are a few irrigated lands used for pasture throughout the growing 
season.  All hayland is aftermath grazed in the spring and fall months.  The native 
meadow hay lands that lie along the Bear River bottoms have limited hay yield (one 
and one-half tons per acre); however, they are very valuable for spring and fall 
pasture. 
 
 There are some dry hayland and pastureland fields in the northwest part of 
the District.  Production levels are low. 
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OBJECTIVES: 
 
KEEP HIGH PRODUCING STANDS OF DESIRABLE LIVESTOCK VEGETATION ON 
HAYLAND AND PASTURELAND FIELDS. 
 
PROBLEMS: 
 
1.  Irrigation water shortages limit grass/legume and alfalfa production. 
 
2.  Newly established hay and pasture stands have relatively short life spans before 
     being invaded by undesirable grasses and weeds. 
 
3.  Stream and riverbank erosion cuts into valuable hayland and pastureland  
     fields. 
 
GOALS: 
 
1.  The District will help irrigators stretch their irrigation water as far as possible. 
 
       ACTION: 
       a)  Cooperators will be encouraged by District board members to develop  
             NRCS irrigation water management plans for their farms. 
 
 b)  The District will request NRCS personnel to check into alternative  
             irrigation systems to increase irrigation efficiencies such as gravity flow 
       systems. 
  
 
2.  LCD board members will revitalize efforts to inform cooperators of new, high  
     producing grass and legume varieties that are long lived and adapted to our  
     area. 
  
 ACTION: 
 a)  Local agriculture producers will be requested by District Board Members to 
             participate in the Bridger Plant Materials Center field trial releases. 
 
3.  The District will help agriculture producers become more aware of the  
     importance of a proper fertilization plan to maintain pasture and hayland  
     stands. 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  The LCD will request the Lincoln County Extension Agent to give periodical 
            presentations on the cost effectiveness of fertilizing hayland and  
            pastureland fields and using new disease resistant varieties of alfalfa  
            plants to establish hayland stands. 
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CCRROOPPLLAANNDD  

  
  
  
 Only a small part of the District’s arable land is used to produce cash crops 
such as wheat, oats, and barley.  Most of the permanent cropland is dry cropland, 
approximately 2,500 acres.  This land lies along the west slope of the Raymond 
Mountains near the Wyoming-Idaho state border and on bench lands along the 
Smiths Fork River.  These lands are marginal for small grain crops and need to be 
summer fallowed every other year due to the limited amount of moisture that falls 
each year. 
 
 Other cash, small grain crops are periodically grown on irrigated and dry 
pasture and/or hayland for a short term rotation period in order to improve 
existing grass and/or alfalfa stands. 
 
OBJECTIVE: 
 
KEEP SOIL LOSS TOLERANCES ON THE DISTRICT’S SMALL GRAIN CROPLANDS 
WITHIN TOLERABLE LIMITS WHILE PRODUCING ECONOMICAL GRAIN CROPS. 
 
PROBLEMS: 
 
1.  Most of the dry land croplands’ moisture during the year is received in the form  
    of snow.  Spring runoff poses a major erosion problem.  A lot of the dry land  
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     cropland in the District is classified as highly erodible land. 
 
2.  Management control measures are not being implemented on the District’s  
     croplands to control noxious and annual weeds. 
 
3.  The growing season for small grain crops in the District is variable from year to  
     year. 
 
GOALS: 
 
1.  Encourage District land owners to enter their highly erodible cropland into the  
     Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) if possible. 
 
2.  District board members will work with the local Cokeville NRCS Field Office to  
     develop conservation plans and systems on croplands to keep soil erosion rates  
     off fields within tolerable limits..  
  
3.  Encourage land owners not to farm natural water ways and leave adequate  
     residues on cropland fields to curtail soil erosion. 
  
 ACTION: 
 a)  The LCD will hold field tours when necessary, to help land owners become  
            familiar with the ways to determine residue amounts left and percent cover  
            farming. 
 
4.  The District will work closely with the Lincoln County Weed and Pest District to  
     control noxious weeds and pests on District cropland. 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  The Lincoln County Weed and Pest Supervisor will be invited to a District  
             board meeting each spring to review current weed and pest control  
             practices for District croplands. 
 
5.  The LCD will make available to land owners, as requested, varieties of barley,  
     wheat, and oats that are suitable for our District’s short growing season. 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  The Lincoln County Extension Service will be requested to prepare the list  
            and make it available to the District on a yearly basis. 
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RREECCRREEAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  WWIILLDDLLIIFFEE        
  

  
  

    
 The District has abundant wildlife numbers and is rich in outdoor recreation 
opportunities.  Recreation opportunities such as hunting, fishing, and camping are 
plentiful, as are hiking, boating, sightseeing, skiing, and snowmobiling. 
 
 The wildlife in the District is varied.  Big game species found are Mule deer, 
elk, moose, and antelope.  Trophy game animals are black bear and mountain lion.  
Small game birds in the District include blue, ruffed, and sage grouse along with 
Hungarian partridges and chucker.  Small game animals such as cottontail 
rabbits, snowshoe hare and squirrels are numerous. 
 
 The marshes along the District’s river, especially the Bear River, have a great 
variety of wetland birds which provide sight seeing and hunting opportunities for 
ducks, geese and even Sand hill Cranes.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 
created the Cokeville Meadows Wildlife Refuge amounting to 8,106 acres south of 
Cokeville, Wyoming. 
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 The U.S. Park Service operates the Fossil Butte National Monument within 
the District’s boundaries and the U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) have large acreages of land holdings in the District.  These 
lands provide excellent recreational opportunities in addition to an extensive 
habitat for wildlife. 
 
 The main bodies of water, Lake Alice, Viva Naughton Reservoir, and the 
Fontenelle Reservoir, along with many streams and rivers in the District provide 
excellent boating, fishing, and camping opportunities.  Cutthroat, rainbow, and 
brook trout are the main trout species found in the District waters, along with the 
brown trout in a few of the waters.   Winter fishing is also becoming popular in the 
District. 
 
 There are excellent opportunities for recreational experience and visitors 
spend many hours enjoying the LCD’s outdoor opportunities. 
 
OBJECTIVE: 
 
THE LCD BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WILL WORK HARD TO MAINTAIN A SOLID 
RESOURCE BALANCE BETWEEN WILDLIFE, RECREATION AND OTHER LAND 
USES IN THE DISTRICT. 
 
PROBLEMS: 
   
1.  The limiting factor for big game management in the District is inadequate  
     winter range. 
 
2.  Some conflicts exist between wildlife and domestic livestock, mainly due to the 
     large numbers of wildlife encroaching on private livestock winter feed lots. 
 
3.  Adequate access to recreational areas is not always available. 
 
4.  Knowledge of recreational sites and places are not readily known to all local  
     residents and out of area visitors. however, with the advancement of websites 
     the local Pine Creek Ski area and the Cokeville Website are providing more 
     information on recreation areas and activities. 
 
GOALS: 
 
1.  The District Board of Supervisors will encourage land owners to work on  
     coordinated Resource Management Plans to help resolve conflicts between  
     livestock and wildlife land uses. 
 
2.  Efforts will be undertaken with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department and  
     the LCD to improve existing wildlife winter ranges. 
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3.  Identify and preserve private access into public land and water ways. 
 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  Land owners participating in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) will  
            be encouraged to plant grasses and legumes that upland big game animals  
            may utilize in the winter months. 
 
 b)  Trial field planting will be initiated between the District, Bridger Plant  
            Materials Center, and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department to see 
            what legume and grass species are adapted for wildlife winter use. 
 
        c)  Work with the county, state, and federal land management agencies to 
             acquire access into public lands and water ways. 
   
3.  Local land owners will be encouraged to attend Wyoming Game and Fish  
     Department’s public hearings to help set reasonable local wildlife unit numbers  
     and objectives through the District newsletter and personal contacts. 
 
4.  The District will create and maintain a LCD website that will include 
     associated links for the area recreation and activities. 
 
4.  The District will work closely with other federal, state, and county governmental  
     agencies to develop and maintain existing recreational facilities in the District. 
 
 ACTION: 
 a)  The LCD will approach cities and town within the District encouraging 
             the implementation of their current Assessment Plans for small business 
             development and socioeconomic growth. 
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  IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY,,  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTTAATTIIOONN,,  CCOOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  EENNEERRGGYY  

  
  
 The Industrial Over-Thrust Belt, for oil and gas exploration, developing, and 
processing are found extensively throughout the District.  Large strip coal mining 
operations exist in the center of the District providing coal for area wide electric 
power and industrial plants. 
 
 Associated with the industrial development in the District are the roads, 
highways, railroads, pipelines, telephone and electrical lines, both above and below 
ground, and water storage facilities which service industrial areas. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
THE DISTRICT WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH LOCAL INDUSTRIES AND UTILITIES 
TO DEVELOP AND USE NATURAL RESOURCES WITH THE LEAST AMOUNT OF 
DISTRUBANCE TO THE DISTRICT’S ENVIRONMENT. 
 
1.  Abandoned coal, phosphate, and rock quarries, and mining activities have left  
     several areas in the District denuded of vegetation with mine debris that is very  
     erosive, thus affecting water quality and is also aesthetically unpleasing. 
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2.  Newly established and abandoned access roads for oil and gas exploration and  
     development, buried pipeline right-of-ways, and utility lines above and below  
     ground are not being adequately re-vegetated to adapted grasses and legumes. 
 
3.  Adequate soils information is not always available to develop reliable  
     reclamation plans. 
 
GOALS: 
 
1.  The LCD Board of Supervisors will work closely with the State Abandoned  
     Mines Programs to ensure the reclamation of abandoned mines in the District. 
 
2.  Reclamation plans for industrial sites, roadways, pipelines, and utilities will be  
     reviewed and comments provided by the District Board as requested by the 
     Lincoln County Planner and interested companies.  Adaptable local seeding 
     recommendations will be made when requested for disturbed areas.  
  
3.  The LCD will continue to work closely with on-going District mining activities to  
     supply suitable seedling stock for reclamation purposes. 
  
 ACTION: 
 a)  Field trials will be conducted with the Bridger Plant Materials Center,  
            Bridger, Montana, to evaluate new and better conservation seedling stock,  
   
 b)  The District will continue to sponsor a conservation seedling tree and  
             shrub sales program to provide low cost trees and shrubs for mine and  
             industrial reclamation purposes. 
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UURRBBAANN,,  SSUUBBUURRBBAANN  AANNDD  BBUUIILLDD--UUPP  AARREEAASS  
 

 
 
 
 Cities, towns, and subdivisions presently make up approximately 7,180 acres 
of the District.  Some of these areas have community sewage systems and water 
developments.  Other development areas have separate wells and septic systems. 
 
OBJECTIVE: 
 
PROVIDE AN ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE AND HEALTHY LIVING PLACE FOR 
RESIDENTS OF THE DISTRICT. 
 
PROBLEMS: 
 
1.  Subdivision entities are not implementing adequate measures during and after  
     construction to control soil erosion rates on building lots.   Many building lots  
     are being left bare of vegetation until sold, creating soil erosion and weed  
     problems. 
 
2.  Inadequately designed septic systems create water quality problems for down  
     hill building lot owners. 
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3.  The natural beauty and aesthetic qualities of buildup areas are not being 
     adequately considered during initial planning efforts. 
 
GOALS: 
 
1.  The LCD Board of Supervisors will continue to make soils suitability reports  
     and vegetative recommendations for new subdivision developments.  These  
     recommendations and reports will be sent to the Lincoln County  
     Commissioners, Lincoln County Planning Office, the engineering firm, and the  
     sub-divider. 
 
2.  The LCD Board of Supervisors will encourage landowners to obtain  National 
     Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPEDS) permits. 
  
3.  The District will encourage central community sewage systems for new  
     subdivisions when feasible. 
 
4.  The District will continue to work with the Lincoln County Weed and Pest 
     District to provide a weed control plan specific to each subdivision and its 
     needs. 

 
5.  Individual land owners will be provided with soils information, planting  
     recommendations for trees, shrubs, and grasses.  Irrigation water system  
     information will also be provided when requested.     
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FFAARRMMSSTTEEAADDSS  
 
 

 
 
 
 Associated with the farms, ranchers, and rural residents in the District, are 
the farmsteads and ranch headquarters.  These areas are used primarily for 
dwellings, barns, animal pens, corrals, small feed lot areas, and gardens.  These 
areas need special environmental planning considerations. 
 
OBJECTIVE: 
 
TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE THE LIVING ENVIRONMENT FOR RURAL LAND 
USES IN THE DISTRICT. 
 
PROBLEMS: 
 
1.  Animal wastes on farmsteads are not always adequately eliminated or stored. 
 
2.  Soil erosion due to wind and water affects some farmstead units. 
 
3.  Water quality from some wells is impaired due to inadequate septic systems  
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     and animal waste control facilities. 
 
GOALS: 
 
1.  The LCD will encourage District farmers and ranches to establish farmstead  
     windbreaks through the District’s seedling tree and shrub sale program to  
     control soil erosion and to provide aesthetic beauty for the farmstead. 
 
2.  Local ranchers and farmers will be encouraged through the District’s news  
     articles and cost share programs to develop agriculture waste treatment plans  
     through the local NRCS Field Office. 
 
3.  Rural land owners will be encouraged to periodically test their farmstead wells  
     for water quality impairment and their septic systems for proper operation  
     through District news articles and letters. 
 
     ACTION: 
 
     a) Continue education workshops and news articles on best management 
         practices for small acreage farmsteads. 
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IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS  
                           

 
 
  TThhee  LLCCDD  rreeaalliizzeess  tthhaatt  ggoooodd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  aaccttiivviittiieess  oonn  
ccoonnsseerrvviinngg  ssooiill,,  wwaatteerr,,  aanndd  rreellaatteedd  rreessoouurrcceess  aarree  eesssseennttiiaall  ffoorr  ssuucccceessssffuull  DDiissttrriicctt  
pprrooggrraammss..    TThhee  DDiissttrriicctt  wwiillll  ssttrriivvee  ttoo  ddiissttrriibbuuttee  ssooiill  aanndd  wwaatteerr  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  
mmaatteerriiaallss  ttoo  llooccaall  sscchhoooollss,,  nnaattuurraall  rreessoouurrccee  ggrroouuppss,,  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttaall  aaggeenncciieess,,  aanndd  
ccoommmmuunniittyy  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonnaall  aanndd  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  pprrooggrraammss..  
  
OOBBJJEECCTTIIVVEE::    
  
TTHHEE  DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  DDEESSIIRREESS  TTHHAATT  AALLLL  LLOOCCAALL  RREESSIIDDEENNTTSS  BBEECCOOMMEE  AAWWAARREE  OOFF  IITTSS  
PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS  AANNDD  SSEERRVVIICCEESS,,  SSTTRREESSSSIINNGG  TTHHAATT  AALLLL  AASSSSIISSTTAANNCCEE  IISS  GGIIVVEENN  OONN  AA  
NNOONN  DDIISSCCRRIIMMIINNAATTOORRYY  BBAASSIISS  WWIITTHHOOUUTT  RREEGGAARRDD  TTOO  AAGGEE,,  CCOOLLOORR,,  CCRREEEEDD,,  
MMAARRIITTAALL  SSTTAATTUUSS,,  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  OORRIIGGIINN,,  PPHHYYSSIICCAALL  OORR  MMEENNTTAALL  HHAANNDDIICCAAPP,,  
PPOOLLIITTIICCSS,,  RRAACCEE,,  RREELLIIGGIIOONN,,  OORR  SSEEXX..  
  
PPRROOBBLLEEMMSS::  
 
1.  Unawareness exists between NRCD and District program identities and 
     activities. 
 
2.  Local interest to serve on District committees and board is limited. 
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GOALS: 
 
1.  The LCD will continue to participate in soil stewardship week to keep residents  
     aware of the natural resources found in their communities and how dependent 
     we are upon them.   
 
2.  Soil and water conservation presentations will be given to schools and 
     community organizations.  
 
3.  Field tours will be conducted by the District to help local land users become 
     more familiar with  vvaarriioouuss  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  pprraaccttiicceess  aanndd  nneeww  iinnnnoovvaattiioonnss  eettcc..  
 
4.  The LCD will participate in county fairs and public education days. Educational 
     displays and pamphlets will be available to the public at these events. 
 
5.  The District will contact local schools to see if there is any interest in creating 
     youth range and soil judging teams for competitive purposes throughout the 
     state. 
 
6.  The LCD will continue to place soil and water conservation news articles in the 
     local newspapers and on the LCD’s website. 
 
7.  The District will continue to publish an Annual Report of its yearly 
     accomplishments. 
 
8.  The LCD will provide information and funding for youth education on soil, 
     water, and related natural resource conservation. 
 
9.  The LCD will continue partnering with the Coalition of Local Governments to: 
     ● Develop accurate socioeconomic cultural and demographic data. 
     ● Ensure effective environmental monitoring as part of development 
     ● Facilitate balanced and sound decisions based on quality data. 
     ● Promote clear and mutual communications with all federal and state 
        agencies. 
     ● Share costs and expertise to accomplish common goal. 
     ● Play an active role in future land and resource planning to facilitate 
        community building. 
     ● Foster economic diversity to provide opportunities for families to thrive. 
  
 ACTION: 
 a)  Provide SCSA cartoon booklets to local schools and scout troops, etc. 
 b)  Provide financial assistance for youth to attend 4-H and Range 
            Conservation Camps. 
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DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  OOPPEERRAATTIINNGG  PPOOLLIICCYY  

 
    
 1.  The Lincoln Conservation District Board of Supervisors will strive to the best of 
its ability to carry out the administrative, financial, and other affairs on a non 
discriminatory basis without regard to age, color, creed, marital status, national 
origin, physical or mental handicap, politics, race, religion, or sex.   Minority and 
female residents will be encouraged by District board members to run for board 
member position or serve as an associate member to the Lincoln Conservation 
District Board. 
 
 2.  The District Board of Supervisors will work closely with individuals, 
organizations, and agencies, in developing natural resources conservation plans 
and watershed improvement plans to solve local natural resource problems. 
 
 3.  The District Board of Supervisors will enter into formal agreements and 
memorandums of understandings with federal, state, and local governmental 
organizations in order to accomplish its natural resource conservation goals and 
objectives.  The supervisors recognize other agency personnel and facilities will be 
under the administrative jurisdiction of the agency involved.  
 
4.  The District Board of Supervisors will strive to protect the District’s current 
land base by discouraging any additional net loss of private land to public land.  
The District recognizes that a private property owner has a right to dispose of or 
exchange his property as he/she see fit within applicable law.  
 
 5.  The District Board of Supervisors will prepare an annual plan of work to serve 
as a guide in carrying out District programs for each coming year.  The plan will be 
reviewed periodically throughout the year. 
 
 6.  The District Board of Supervisors will be responsible to determine the District’s 
work load priorities.  Current priorities are listed below: 
 
 a)  The management, control, and wise use of irrigation water. 
 b)  The improvement and maintenance of rangeland condition along with the 
             proper grazing use of private and public district rangelands. 
 c)   Activities relating specifically to soil erosion, sediment control, and water 
             quality. 
 d)  The development and furtherance of conservation plans as tools for wise  
            land use. 
 e)  Assistance to non-agricultural type land users such as land developers, 
            land subdividers, mining companies etc. 
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 7.  The District Board of Supervisors will provide technical assistance, available 
conservation equipment, and funds to establish conservation practices as their 
budget will allow. 
 
 8.  The District Board of Supervisors will continue to hire district employees and 
purchase new and innovative conservation equipment to help accomplish the 
District’s goals and objectives. 
 
 9.   The District Board of Supervisors will take the lead in obtaining adequate 
funding for District operations.  A District mill levy will only be considered if 
county and state funding becomes inadequate to run the District’s conservation 
programs, so as not to place any additional financial burden on local taxpayers. 
 
10.  The District Board of Supervisors will assume the leadership responsibility for 
new and current state and federal legislative conservation programs.  Emphasis 
will be placed on fulfilling the District’s non point source water quality leadership 
responsibilities and the implementation of applicable Farm Bill regulations. 
 
11.  This Long Range Plan will be revised periodically due to new technology, 
changes in State or Federal programs, or other factors influencing the efficient 
operation of the Lincoln Conservation District. 
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